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The committee believes that the organization of stations for 
flying kites for meteorological purposes will be very import- 
ant  either in connection with or independent of aerial souncl- 
ings and will fill u p  the wide gaps between the balloon 
stations. The committee decided t o  have ascensions matle for 
three successive days in April and also a t  the entl of August, 
1905, ancl to  inake the times of ascent accord with the liours 
of observations for the morning weather charts. The corn- 
iiiittee recomiiiends it a< of the highest iniportnnce that  hteain 
vessels, both governniental and private, should be supplied 
with apparatus for doing kite work a t  sea, ancl that  the oificials 
of these vessels should be instructed in  the necessary handling 
of the instruments. 

The coininittee considers it of importance that  the inter- 
national observations of  cloud^ be macle htrictly according to 
the definitions of the international classification and by ex- 
perienced observers. It is especially necessary that  acrid 
soundings should be accompanied by simultaneous obher, n- 
tions of clouds. 

The president of the committee is requested to  select the 
best situations for mountain stations and to obtain as coiu- 
plete observations as are possible. The obherrations on 
mountains will be printecl in connection with the records of 
the souncling balloons and kites. 

The work of aerial exploration by means of sounding I d -  
looiis and kites as well a~ permanent iuountaiii stations is oiie 
that  may well excite eiithusiasin and emulation a~iiong the 
wedthy patronr of science in  America. It is not necessary to 
leave all this morlr to the Chrnegie Institution for Rrhenrch, 
or to the overburclened universities. o r  to tlie regular routine 
of Weather Bureau methods. There isaljunclant room here for 
inclependent iiiclivihnl originality and local enterprise. The 
Great Plains of the Mississippi watershed offer unparallrlecl 
advantages for the highest balloon work and kite work. The 
Rocky Mountains on the west and the Appalnchinns on tlie enst 
offer a host of peaks froin CiOOO to  15,WO feet high, sonie of 
thein already crowned with hotels and dwellings where self- 
regihtering apparattis can easily be kept in operation. Siiiii- 
larly the nunierous owners of private yachts can contribute 
iiumensely to our study o f  the ntmospliere over the ocean, i f ,  
like Teisserenc de Bort. they will b u t  devote their vessels, 
when not  otherwise in me,  to meteorological work on the high 
seas. What  is especially needed is kite work and hnlloon 
work in  the region of the Snragossa Sea ani1 in sectioiis to 
and  fro ucross the equator froin tropic to tropic on the Atlantic., 
Pacific, and Indinn oceans. 

We shall never know much about the atmosphere so long 
as me neglect these opportunities. Nor shall me ever uncler- 
stand the mechanics of storms ani1 the general circulation of 
the atmosphere until we have enough observations throughout 
its whole extent to check our various hypotheses and e w b l e  
US to  concentrate on the one true theory. 

MIRAGE AFTER SUNSET. 

Under date of September 19, 1904, BIr. Charles N. Brown, 
of South Orange, N. J., communicates t,he following account 
of a phenomenon that mas seen by liiiiiself and niariy others: 

Our party of eleven were in camp 011 Staten Island, N. Y., at the  edge 
of t h e  bluff 400 feet east  of tlie pavilion at Barbour's Grove (t,he Clark 
estate') on the  south shore of Princess Bay, north froui Keyport a iiiile 
and a half. At 8 o'clock p. 111. on August 16, 1904, our  attention was 
attract.ed by strange lights 400 yards out  from shore. The water was 
still, t he  innon (two hours from sett ing) shone on our 1:iacks and the  air  
was still with no cloud in t h e  sky. The light,s were stationary and we 
at once recognized the  Luna Park, Dreamlanrl, and tower lights (which 
we could see every night). On their  left were t.he lights of Midlanil 
Beach, on their  right was depicted a long narrow st.rip of seashorr ~nitny 
miles long, very distinct on the  water, with several bright lights ou tlie 
est,reme right. In  front of Coney Island a boat moved with a light in it,, 
apparently a rowboat with a man in it rowing. All this  was seen right 

side up, and y i u  can iiiiayine how keenly we enjoyed i t  all and longed 
tu  reproduce i t  with a camera. After ten minute5 during which t ime 
we ment don 11 t o  tlir Ileac11 (fourteen feet to  wa-level), tlie vision passed 

A t  that iiioiuent t he  mirage cloud, which mas before 
Then we saw in the ubual Illace the  real lights of 

Coney Islanil. This cloiid wab eutirely hoiizoutal, very narrow, black, 
an11 stationary It began to th, 5 T ery shortly an(1 home of us watched 
it for au houi auil a Iritlf htill 511 ulled o\ er the htirizou, during which 
tiiiie i t  allnost eutirely disappra ant1 irappeared seven o r  right times. 

111s away. 
ilr. w a b  seen. 

A QUADRUPLE RAINBOW. 

Ciel et  Terre publishes the following nccaount of a quad- 
ruple rainboll obser\ ell a t  RIons, Belgium, August 31, 1904, 
by AI. A. l3rac.k~: 

1 ( 17 h .  55 ni. to 1\ h. 3U ni.) when a superb 
eiy bioad, with niagniflcent 
of the  +pcctruiii. A little 

+e<iuent of an arc  sho\ving 
an11 the greeii. BI-low, and very near the Iaige arc. 
a l~ieaclth aliout ellual to a Iliiaiter cif the  last, and 

diowing lint two colol.s--niauve-red auil green. Filially, lieneath this 
bailie a rc  was dibtinctly vi&ibIe, but  at intervals only, a fourth, colored 
like tlir oiin a1)iive it. 

.4 shower had ju - t  cea 

The pheiiomencin lhbtecl a quai ter  o f  an hour. 

METEOR IN MONTANA. 
The Inter-Lake of Kalispell, PIIont., under date of July 14, 

lW5, contains tlie following item regarding a brilliant meteor 
seen there 011 July X: 

A lirilliant m ~ t e o r  pashed orer this  section last  Saturday night, 33:35 
enty-fifth meridian tiiur, Sunilay, July :), 1905, ani1 apparently was 
ible n ~ e r  n~) r th r r i i  RItlntaiia. 141ciho, and W a - l i i n ~ t ~ i ~ i .  Reliorts from 
Iely +y1iaratetl localities give 1 ~ i a c t i d l y  the same :ciacount. The 

meteor Iigt~ted up the cliuntry Iikv clay to1 a i i  inbtant and was so near 
the earth that  the rub11 thrcbugh tht. air wab kllainlj heard. 

REORGANIZATION OF METEOROLOGY IN AUSTRALIA. 
Tlie following paragra1)li from an editorial in the Daily 

Telegraph. Sylliiey, N. S. UT., April 11, 19U5. shows that a 
process of reorganization of scientific work is going on that 
will, me hope, be of xlvantage to meteorology nncl climatology. 
Now tha t  the federal government is step by step consolidating 
Australian policies, we luay expect that  meteorology will be 
cliffereiitiated from astrouoiiiy aiid other wxiiate subjects, 
a i d  will lie allowed to stand by itself. A general meteoro- 
logicad ofice and a d:rily \\eather n inp  of the whole continent 
wonld be a most iniportant contribution to nieteorology. 

VBSEHVlTOHT CONTROL. 

drrangeirients will probably shortly be made by the federal authorities 
t o  take over t he  astronomical and ineteorologicnl work o f  the various 
s ta tes  and biiug them untler one controlling head with subdepartments 
in the states.  Owing to  this fact, the  New South Wales minister for 
education does not propose t o  t a b  any stelis in the direction of filling 
t h e  position o f  government astronomer and rueteoiologibt, now made 
vacant through the  retirement of Mr. Rubsell. Duiing the past twelve 
months Mr. H. A. Lenehau has been actiiig yo1 ernineilt astronomer and 
hIr. H. A Hunt  acting ~iieteorologist. Tlie miiii5ter states that  these 
geutlemen will continue t o  occupy t h e w  pohitions, liending the  changes 
to  he made Iby tlir federal government in taking over t he  observatory 
department. 

BACK NUMBERS. 
The Editor occasionally receives requests from libraries for 

volunles or nuiiibers of the n h N T H L 1  JTEZTHEH REVIEW for the 
earlier years, 1Si'3-lY9:3, in orcler to complete sets that  are 
accessible to the public and are frequently usell. Those who 
have such early numbers to clispose of will confer a favor by 
notifying the Eclit,or.-('. A. 

THE STATION AT PORT A U  PRINCE, HAITI. 

Mr. R. E. Pollock, Assistant ()lJserver, Weather Bureau, re- 
port,s under date of July 16, 1905. that  he lins established a 
Weather Bureau station a t  the observatory of the Institution 
Saint Louis de  Gonzague, Por t  au Prince, Haiti, and has 


